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Humanities Nebraska speaker: Darrel W. Draper 
Daniel Freeman: America’s First Homesteader 

Monday Oct 9, 2017 at 7:00 PM 
First Lutheran Church    

3200  E  Military Ave 

Fremont, Nebraska 

 
Hear Daniel Freeman’s amazing story as Darrel Draper portrays 
“Old Number One” in full costume. It is a Chautauqua-style, 
humorous and historically factual account of America’s first 
homesteader and the impact of the Homestead Act in settling 

the West. Open to the public. Bring your friends and family! 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

BROWSE NITE:   Oct 23    7 PM 

Come and enjoy the ENGS Library  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Cotterell Township - From the 1921 publication History of 

Dodge and Washington Counties, Nebraska  

 
This subdivision of Dodge County comprises all of 
Congressional township 18, range 8 east, and about all of the 
north half of township 17, of the same range. It is bounded on 
the north by Ridgeley Township, on the east by Maple and Platte 
townships, on the south by the south bank of Platte River and on 
the west by Union Township. The Town of North Bend, second 
largest in Dodge County is within the Cotterell civil township. 
From an early day in the county's history, this entire subdivision 
was included in North Bend precinct, but upon the date of 
"Township Organization" in 1886, the division was made.  
 
The present townships of Cotterell and Union were both a part of 
North Bend precinct before 1886. Few, if indeed any, portion of 

Dodge County can boast of better soil and improvements 
that Cotterell, in which township there is but a very small 
amount of land that can truthfully be classed as "waste 
land."  
 

Pioneer Settlement  - The township was named for its first 
settler—Hon. M. S. Cotterell. In company with James 
Humphrey, Alexander Morrison and John M. Smith, he 
came from Ohio and the party brought a steam saw mill in 
with them. Mr. Cotterell claimed a half section of land, 
including that upon which North Bend now stands. Other 
members of the party located across the line, west, in 
Union Township. The date of this settlement was 1857.  
 
In 1858 came George O. Dodge, of section 11. He came in 
company with his father, and they soon went back to their 
native country — New England. He enlisted in the Union 
Army during the Civil conflict and did not return to this 
township until 1866. During 1858 another settlement was 
effected by James Sloss, who entered a quarter section of 
land near North Bend, he being among the first to make 
actual improvements in Cotterell township. In 1880 he 
moved to the village of North Bend, leading a semi-retired 
life, although he had a landed estate in 1892 amounting to 
1,100 acres.  
 
Richard Hooper came in the spring of 1858 and entered a 
quarter section of wild land four miles northwest of 
Fremont. Subsequently he took land near Scribner and at 
other points in Dodge County. He died July 13, 1887. 
 
Robert McVicker, later a loan and insurance agent in North 
Bend, arrived in Dodge County in the spring of 1864, 
purchasing a quarter section of land two miles east of the 
village of North Bend. In 1875 he removed to Peru, 
Nebraska, lived there till 1885, when he engaged in 
business at North Bend.  
 
A portion of section 11 was taken up by E. J. Howe, and in 
the spring of 1866 came Patrick O'Connor to section 22. 
He and his wife boarded some of the railroad hands in a 
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sod shanty. In 1868 he took a homestead, to which he removed 
in 1869 and later owned considerable more land. The same year 
last named came Thomas F. Keeton, who taught school in the 
winter of 1866-67. He was variously engaged and finally in 1889 
was made the manager of the Farmers' Co-operative 
Association at North Bend.  
 
A tree-claim and homestead was taken in section 14 in 1867 by 
John P. Eaton. Thomas J. Cotterell, a carpenter, came to Dodge 
County in June, 1867. He was the son of a shipbuilder and was 
a soldier in the Union ranks in Civil war days. Later he settled in 
North Bend Village. Another who made his settlement here in 
1867 was Andrew M. Jackson of section 30. The same time 
came Jacob Miller, who located at Fremont, started a 
blacksmith's shop and conducted it three years, then went to his 
farm in section 10, of Cotterell Township.  
 
William J. Gregg located in this township in section 17, in 1867, 
remained some time with his uncle M. S. Cotterell, and followed 
school teaching winters. He pre-empted a quarter of section 8 in 
1869 and later bought forty acres of land adjoining it. Another 
settler should here find prominent mention—Charles R. Ogilvie 
is referred to. He was later of the firm of Cusack and Ogilvie. He 
came to this county in April, 1868, and worked at railroading for 
two years. He then spent many years in the far away West and 
followed railroading until 1885, then engaged in the newspaper 
business on the "Flail" in company with C. W. Hyatt. He sold out 
his interest in 1887 and became the manager of the Farmers 
Elevator Co.  
 
In 1868, in the spring, came John Tym to section 4. He 
homesteaded land in this township and later purchased more 
adjoining it. John Haun, of section 2, settled in 1868 and 
became a prominent fanner. Archibald H. Elson first claimed 
land on the low flats in Cotterell Township in the autumn of 1868, 
where he homesteaded, but later changed for land in section 8, 
where he died in January, 1891, an honored and successful 
citizen.  
 
Leander Smith dated his settlement in Cotterell Township from 
the spring of 1869, when he homesteaded eighty acres. In 1872 
John T. Zorn arrived in the township with his parents and located 
in section 13. In 1876 he went to work for himself and farmed 
four years in Platte Township, when he bought a farm of his own. 
C. W. Hyatt settled on wild land north of the village in North 
Bend in 1873 but only remained there two seasons. The same 
season came George Faist to section 11.  
 
Thomas Acom settled in Cotterell Township in the spring of 
1873, and claimed land in section 9, township 17, range 6. 
George Mittonberger settled in the spring of 1878 in section 6, 
remained there seventeen years, when he traded it for a ranch in 
Holt County, Nebraska; but he never moved there. He conducted 
a dairy business until 1891, when he embarked in the livery 
business at the Village of North Bend.  
 
William H. Divine, section 5, came to Dodge County in the early 
spring of 1879, locating and purchased over 200 acres of wild 
land in Maple Creek Valley. Later settlements were effected by 
Messrs. Silas M. Stanley, section 29 ; Charles High, section 28 ; 
Albert McGahey in section 10; William Wheeler, section 9; 
Stedman P. Beebe, section 12, the last named locating on land 
of his own in 1885. 
 

 

 

 

 

Early Cotterell Pioneers from the ENGS Tickler files 

 

Fremont Weekly Herald – March 5, 1895 
Celebration of a Golden Wedding at North Bend -- Just fifty 
years ago today, in the city Cleveland, Ohio, Matthew S. 
Cotterell and Miss McNaughton were married.  For fifty years 
they have traveled down the path of life together, For many 
years they were almost alone on the bleak prairies of Nebraska, 
for they were among the earliest settlers of Dodge county. They 
have seen the prairie become dotted with early homes; have 
seen the bare plains planted to trees; have seen the great herds 
of buffalo give way before the rush and shriek of the locomotive, 
and have seen Nebraska emerge from a territory and take its 
place among the leaders of the great states of the Union. 
  
A few weeks ago the friends of Mr. and Mrs. Cotterell concluded 
to celebrate the anniversary. The North Bend Opera House was 
selected to hold the crowd of friends of the worthy couple. 
Tonight, the Opera House was filled to overflowing. Everybody 
brought good things to eat and the wedding feast was a marvel 
of combined culinary skill. The guests of honor talked of the 
times when the whistle of the locomotive was unheard and the 
howl of the festive coyote filled the night air. It was a merry 
crowd. 
 
During the evening a musical program was rendered, and North 
Bend has more musical talent to the square inch than any town 
of its size in the west. But the stories told by the old settlers were 
of greatest interest. John Mason Smith told how he brought the 
first hog to Dodge county, and of the sad fate that befell the 
aforesaid porker. Matthew told of his walks to Omaha after 
letters that never came, and Chris Cusack told of the time when 
he herded Chinamen on the construction work on the Union 
Pacific. Ernest Kern told of the time when sugar factories were 
not dreamed of, and Robert McVicker related a few selections 
from his early life in Nebraska. Mayor Day, the youngest old man 
in Dodge county, had some experiences that he told and Mike 
Dowling, who came to North Bend when it was a thing of the 
future told how he helped twist brakes on the old Overland route 
before there were any banks in the city. It was a great night for 
North Bend. 
 

Fremont Semi-Weekly Herald – December 10, 1897 
One of Dodge county’s oldest and most respected citizens, 
Matthew Cotterell, passed away on Wednesday evening, aged 
77 years. He was born in Genessee county, N. Y., May 15, 1821, 
coming to Dodge county in 1857, and ten years later settling on 
the government land which continued to be his home (2 miles 
west of North Bend) until 1884, when he removed to the town, 
and has since lived retired from the active pursuits with which he 
was ever identified, for rest he had so earned. He was a member 
of the territorial legislature, and a man always possessing much 
influence in the community. Deceased has two sisters residing in 
Fremont – Mrs. R. S. Somers and Mrs. Chas. A. Smith. 

 

Fremont Tri-Weekly Tribune – July 7, 1910 
North Bend – Andrew Jackson, a pioneer railroad man, who died 
here at the home of his daughter was continually connected with 
the railroad history of Nebraska from its beginning. In the spring 
of 1865, he came by team from Grinell, IA to Omaha to take 
charge of track laying on the Union Pacific Railroad. He laid the 
first rail on the Union Pacific. For two years he lived in Omaha, 
then moved his family to North Bend and still continued to serve 
as roadmaster for several years, having charge of the line 
between Omaha and Grand Island. 15 years ago he went to 
Seattle and then returned to North Bend to live out his remaining 
years. He is survived by two daughters, Mrs. C. W. Dodge and 
Mrs. Ed Stover, both of this city. 


